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Section F: Children

Expenditure and Recipients 

This section relates to payments made in respect of children such as Child Benefit, Guardian’s Payments, 
Family Income Supplement and School related payments. For ease of reference, this section also gives details 
of increases in respect of qualified children which are payable with social welfare payments (See Table F15). 
It should be noted, however, that for the purpose of apportioning expenditure between programmes, the cost 
of qualified child increases is included with the main payment e.g. Qualified Child increases paid with State 
Pensions are included in the ‘Pensions’ programme.

Expenditure on payments in this programme group decreased by 4.1% in 2011. The breakdown of Child Benefit 
by family size shows that 77% of recipient families in 2011 have either one or two children. The equivalent 
percentage for 2002 was 74.9%. See Table F7 and Graph F1. The number of families receiving Child Benefit 
decreased by 5,901 to 597,333. The total number of children in respect of whom Child Benefit is paid increased 
by 12,062 to 1,136,065.

Expenditure on Child Benefit decreased by over €137 million in 2011, a decrease of 6.2% while Family Income 
Supplement expenditure increased by over €18.5 million, an increase  of 10%. Expenditure on Back to School 
Clothing and Footwear Allowance rose by over €13.5 million in 2011, an increase of 17.5%. 
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Graph F1: Number of Families Receiving Child Benefit by number of Child 
Beneficiaries, 2002 to 2011
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Table F1: Expenditure on Child Related Payments by Payment Type, 2010 and 2011

Payment Type 2010 2011(1) Change 2011 
over 2010

€000 €000

Social Assistance  

Child Benefit  2,213,429  2,076,338 -6.2%

Family Income Supplement  185,998  204,543 10.0%

Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance  77,401  90,909 17.5%

School Meals  34,939  34,975 0.1%

Guardian’s Payment (Non-Contributory)  4,697  5,134 9.3%

Widowed or Surviving Civil Partner Grant 
(Non-Contributory)  475  276 -41.9%

Social Insurance

Guardian’s Payment (Contributory) 11,462 11,502 0.3%

Widowed or Surviving Civil Partner Grant (Contributory) 6,455 6,228 -3.5%

Total  2,534,856  2,429,905 -4.1%
(1) Provisional
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Table F2: Expenditure on Child Benefit, 2002  to 2011

Year Expenditure

€000

2002 1,462,793

2003 1,666,530

2004 1,765,117

2005 1,899,936

2006 2,056,925

2007 2,232,974

2008 2,453,957

2009 2,495,304

2010 2,213,429

2011(1) 2,076,338
(1) Provisional

Table F3: Expenditure on Family Income Supplement, 2002 to 2011

Year Family Income Supplement

€000

2002 42,423

2003 45,360

2004 55,812

2005 72,152

2006 107,137

2007 140,020

2008 170,309

2009 167,133

2010 185,998

2011(1) 204,543
(1) Provisional
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Table F4: Expenditure on Guardian’s Payment (Contributory) and Guardian’s Payment 
(Non-Contributory), 2002 to 2011
Year Guardian’s Payment (Contributory) Guardian’s Payment (Non-Contributory)

€000 €000

2002 11,694 4,494

2003 8,895 5,805

2004 9,659 6,223

2005 7,516 4,096

2006 8,815 4,832

2007 9,560 4,366

2008 14,373 7,147

2009 11,510 6,024

2010 11,462 4,697

2011(1) 11,502 5,134
(1) Provisional

Table F5: Number of Families and Child Beneficiaries of Child Benefit, 2002 to 2011

Year Families Children

2002 522,441 1,019,551

2003 534,009 1,034,851

2004 540,911 1,051,005

2005 547,540 1,060,740

2006 562,860 1,083,980

2007 579,612 1,110,715

2008 596,108 1,141,938

2009 602,932 1,156,917

2010 591,432 1,124,003

2011 597,333 1,136,065
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Table F8: Number of Families Receiving Family Income Supplement, 2002 to 2011

Year Number of Families Number of Child Beneficiaries

2002 12,043 26,531

2003 12,317 26,409

2004 14,727 29,991

2005 17,448 33,956

2006 21,800 43,861

2007 22,823 47,529

2008 27,798 58,019

2009 25,963 55,716

2010 28,223 62,240

2011 28,876 65,281

Table F9: Number of Recipients of Family Income Supplement by Age & Sex, 2011

Age Males Females Total

Under 25 years 109 469 578

25 to 29 Years 954 2,344 3,298

30 to 34 years 2,327 3,550 5,877

35 to 39 years 2,905 3,878 6,783

40 to 44 years 2,792 3,330 6,122

45 to 49 years 1,828 2,115 3,943

50 to 54 years 807 880 1,687

55 to 59 years 251 226 477

60 to 64 years 86 20 106

65 years and over 5 0 5

Total 12,064 16,812 28,876

Table F10: Number of Families Receiving Family Income Supplement by Rate of 
Payment and Family Size, 2011

Weekly 
Rate

Family Size (Number of Children)

Euro 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ Total

20 - 25 1,309  693  286  55  9 0 0 0  2,352 

26 - 50 2,173  1,053  369  133  15 0 0 0  3,743 

51 - 75 2,792  1,470  626  179  18  1 0 0  5,086 

76 - 100 1,324  2,002  734  221  38  4 1 0  4,324 

101 - 125 682  1,840  839  240  38  9 1 0  3,649 

126 - 150 320  954  970  275  45  7 1 0  2,572 

Over 150 421  1,507  2,204  1,858  774  273 80 33  7,150 

Total  9,021  9,519  6,028  2,961  937  294  83  33  28,876 

Number 
of 
Children  9,021  19,038  18,084  11,844  4,685 1,764  581  264  65,281 
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Table F11: Number of Families Receiving Family Income Supplement by Age of 
Recipient and Family Income Group, 2011

Age of Recipient Family Income Group (Euro per week - Net)

100-200 200-300 300-400 400-500 500-600 600-700 >700 Total

Under 25 years  16  44  198  298  22 0 0  578 

25 to 29 years  37  224  1,042  1,660  281  50  4  3,298 

30 to 34 years  58  337  1,471  2,743  995  201  72  5,877 

35 to 39 years  89  360  1,391  2,789  1,482  512  160  6,783 

40 to 44 years  103  371  1,175  2,355  1,339  574  205  6,122 

45 to 49 years  82  240  767  1,574  814  326  140  3,943 

50 to 54 years  45  145  394  679  302  87  35  1,687 

55 to 59 years  13  64  112  199 73  9  7  477 

60 to 64 years  3  11  33  34  18  6  1  106 

65 years or more 0 0  1  2 0  2 0  5 

Total  446  1,796  6,584  12,333  5,326  1,767  624  28,876 

Table F12: Number of Families Receiving Family Income Supplement by Family Status 
and Income Group, 2011

Marital Status Family Income Group (Euro per week - Net)

100-200 200-300 300-400 400-500 500-600 600-700 >700 Total

One- Parent Family  133  623  3,345  7,563  1,845  404  149  14,062 

Two- Parent Family  313  1,173  3,239  4,770  3,481  1,363  475  14,814 

Total  446  1,796  6,584  12,333  5,326  1,767  624  28,876 

Table F13: Number of Recipients of Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance by 
Primary Payment, 2011

Payment Type Recipients

State Pensions  523 

Pre-Retirement Allowance  5 

Widow’s, Widower’s and Surviving Civil Partner’s Pensions  1,287 

One-Parent Family Payment  77,288 

Invalidity Pension  2,737 

Illness Benefit  7,031 

Disability Allowance  8,957 

Long-Term Jobseeker’s Allowance  32,987 

Short-Term Jobseeker’s Allowance  16,120 

Jobseeker’s Benefit  13,451 

Supplement Welfare Allowance  8,801 

Employment Support Services(1)  6,302 

DSS (UK)  12 

Other  20,104 

Total  195,605 
(1) Includes Back to Work Allowance, Community Employment, Back to Education Allowance, VTOS and FÁS
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Table F14: Number of Recipients of Guardian’s Payment, 2010 and 2011

Payment 2010 2011 Change 2011 over 
2010

Guardian’s Payment (Contributory) 919 955 3.9%

Guardian’s Payment (Non-Contributory) 429 441 2.8%

Total  1,348  1,396 3.6%
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Table F16: Number of Recipients of Guardian’s Payments, Back to School Clothing and 
Footwear Allowance, Child Benefit and Family Income Supplement by County, 2011

County Child Benefit 
Recipients

Child Benefit 
Children

Family 
Income 

Supplement

Back to 
School 

Clothing and 
Footwear 

Allowance

Guardian’s 
Payment 

(Contributory)

Guardian’s 
Payment 

(Non-
Contributory)

Carlow 8,335 15,795  502  3,437 6 5

Cavan 9,791 19,749  615  3,452 13 5

Clare 15,069 29,712  736  4,552 21 6

Cork 67,349 128,260  3,016  19,643 61 35

Donegal 20,387 40,594  1,372  9,885 19 9

Dublin 155,444 283,457  6,586  48,710 441 170

Galway 30,624 60,119  1,360  9,564 28 17

Kerry 17,922 34,186  873  6,007 31 16

Kildare 30,928 59,255  1,159  8,709 28 16

Kilkenny 11,743 22,636  455  3,525 15 8

Laois 10,344 20,439  529  3,505 7 7

Leitrim 4,030 8,141  190  1,374 7 4

Limerick 24,842 46,648  1,284  8,356 36 26

Longford 5,326 10,756  393  2,298 5 1

Louth 17,961 33,923  1,086  6,627 10 12

Mayo 15,668 31,340  910  6,049 14 9

Meath 27,091 52,367  1,027  7,109 33 10

Monaghan 7,797 15,441  556  2,724 7 1

Offaly 10,309 20,122  591  3,873 14 5

Roscommon 7,542 14,978  414  2,684 9 5

Sligo 7,831 15,231  438  2,428 18 6

Tipperary 21,281 40,748  1,247  7,231 22 20

Waterford 15,799 29,685  936  5,756 25 9

Westmeath 12,013 23,320  651  4,008 26 11

Wexford 20,636 39,099  1,214  8,276 33 19

Wicklow 19,638 36,851  665  5,823 20 9

Others 1,633 3,213  71 0 6 0

Total  597,333  1,136,065  28,876  195,605  955  441 




